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Unit 
Hq Trenty-Fourth Air 
Hg Ftr Corps 
Hq Ftr Div 
so eer eee enienenentiemeenind 
1 Ftr Regt 


1 Ftr Regt 


}. Ptr Rest 
Hq Ttr Div 

2 Ftr Regts 

1 Ftr Regt 
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have been identified in the Seviet Zone of Germany 


Location 
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: Wittstock 
Bs Peenemuende 
Poe 4, Peenemuende 
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ee a < Neubrandenburg 
bose OS 
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Unit 
liq Fir Corps 
lla Ptr Div 
2 Ftr Negts 
1 Ftr Regt 
Hg Ftr Div 
2 Ftr Regts 
i Ftr Regt 
Hq Ftr Div 
2 Ftr Regts 


1 Ftr Regt 


Hg Dar Corps 
lig So Div 


2 Bor Rects 


1 Bar Rect 


Hig GA Corps 
Hg GA Div 


66lith GA Regt 

710th GA ent 

830th GA Regt 
Iq GA Div 

1 GA Rect 

1 GA Rest 


1 GA Rest 


Location 


Wittenberg 
AlteLoennewitz 
Alt~Loennewits 
Dessau 

Berbst 

Zerbst 
Brandenburg==riest 
Grossenhain 
Srossernhain 
Brandis 
Finsterwalde ? 
Jueterbog~Altes Lager 


Jucterbor-Altes Lacer 
(Gierneuchen until 
29 January ) 


Oranienburg (Strausberg 
until 27 January) 


Tinsterwalda 

Finstervalde and Vottbus 
{it has not been determined 
at which of the two fields 
there are two reginents) 

Talkensee 

boeberitz 

Deeberitz 

Deeberits 

Schoemivalda 


? 


Koethen 


Staaken (Jueterbog-Altes Lager 


prior to late January) 


Brandenburg-Industriehafen 
(Jueterbor-Altes Lager prior 
to late January) 
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Unit Location 
Ren Regt Koethen 
Ren Regt Schoenwalde 
trans Regt | Altenburg 
Trans Squadren (Escadrille) Staaken 


Since early April 1951 information has been received indicating that 
the follewing transfers have been made or are in progress: 


GA Regt from Keethen to Reinsdorf 
Ren Regt from Koethen te Stendal 
Ftr Regt frem Zerbst to Koethen 


It may be possible that Koethen airfield has been evacuated by greund 
attack and reconnaissance aircraft because the field was enlarged, thus 
making it suitable for aircraft other than IL~l0s, 


Aircraft Strength. 


2. There was no change in the number of regiments assigned te the Twenty= 
Fourth Air Aymy. Current observations at airfields indicate that a 
fighter regiment is presumably composed of three squadrons of 12 planes 
each, instead of three squadrons of 16 planes each as reparted previously. « 
This results in a 1/8 strength for a fighter reciment of presumably enly 
36 aircraft, in addition to two planes assigned to the regiment head 
quarters. This new assumption is based primarily on the fact that in 
no case have 18 aircraft been observed being assigned to any one fighter 
regiment stationed in the Soviet 4one of Germany. With a total of 16 
fighter regiments available, this assumption would indicate an authorized 
strength of 68 aircraft (38 x 18) in use with tactical units, not 
counting trainers. The number of aircraft actually available can arly be 
estimated, based on the count of aircraft seen at individual airfields 
and the observation of aircraft numbers, 


Airfield Number ef Aircraft Aircraft 
Recinents Counted Numbers 
Counted 
Peenemenic | 1 u “ 
Neubrandenburg 1 1; h 
Wittsteocik 1 30 en 
Laers 2 9 su 
Parchim 2 26 16 
Finow 2 4s 62 
Nevruppin i 30 el 
zerbst 2 32 ee 
Brandenburg 1 21 “ 
Alt-Leennewitz 2 hh 8 
Dessau 1 35 UW 
Gressenhain 2 10 L8 
Brandis 1 8. 21 
Total 18 
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The figures in the column "Aircraft combed" represent the maximum 
number of i4G-15s counted on one day of obser. 
vation during recent weeks plains why in some cases the 
anount of numbers counted on aircraft is larger than the nuriber of 
aireraft counted on an individual day. Since both methods, the 
counting of aircraft and the counting of numbers on aircraft, are 


considered to be reliable, the larger of the to numbers may be assuned 
te be the ficure most closely approaching the actual strength, Tor 
this reason the following estimate is submitted as the most probable. 


Airfield — Number of Aircraft 
Peenemuende ho 
Neubrandenburg . i 
Wittstock 30 
Laerz | 5h 
Parchin | 20 
Finow 62 
jeuruppin 30 © 
zerbst 32 
Brandenburg 21 
Alt-Loennewitz | bh 
Dessau 35 
Grossenhain 48 
Brandis : 21 
Total as 


A mininum of 415 IiG-15s may therefore be assumed to be stationed 


in the Soviet Jone of Germany. Sstimates exceeding this number may 


nevertheless have some foundation: 


ao With regard to Soviet attempts at concealing the strencth ef 
their air units it appears improbable 


i @ aircralt not accessible to cbservation by 
sources in relation to those actually available cannot be stated. 
Since hardly any conventional fishter aircraft have been observed 
at any of the fields occupied by fighter units,it is believed 
possible that those units have been re-equipped with jet planes. 
For example, it is Uelieved improbable that the fichter resriment 
in Peenermende should be equipped with only four 1iG=-15s, The 
same applies to the other airfields at which a strikingly small 
number of 140~15s have been counted, It appecrs that each fighter 
reginent has at le-st as many 1G 15s as were computed as the 
avorage at those ficlds, the occupation ef wich has been fairly 
well established, The following are the fields whose occupation 
by aircraft is believed to have been observed approximately 
correctly: 


wus mn 
ONO AT 


Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP82-00457R007900770016-8 


29X1X 


29X1X 


295X1X 


Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP8&2-00457R007900770016-8 


3 
) FIDENTIAL 
eye NF S. OPFICTELS GY = 25X1A 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


~S— 
Wittstock 30 airersft 
Finow 62 aircraft 
Neuruppin 30 aircraft 
Dessau — 35 aircraft 


These figures would result in an average of 31 aircraft for each regi- 
ment and an estimated tetal strength of 558 (18 x 31) MiG-15s. 


It appears that the aircraft within a regiment are consecutively num- 
bered on their fuselages. The highest numerical designation among 
MiG-15s of a regiment is usually above the estimate of the average 
fighter strength of a regiment. § At Laerg airfield, for example, the 
highest numbers on aircraft observed with the two regiments was 32 and 
38 respectively. In Finow these numbers were 37 and 39 respectively. 

At Grossenhain airfield, where the total ef the aircraft assigned to the 
two fighter regiments stationed there is numbered consecutively, the 
highest numbers on aircraft were 1 and 9 respectively, the first number 
assigned to the second regiment being 50. Since teo few aircraft numbers 
have been observed at some fields for a determination of the nunbering 
sequences, the jet fighter aircraft strength estimates at individual 
fields is as follows: 


Airfield Number ef Aircraft 
Feanemuende 31 
Neubrandenburg 31 
Wittstock ou 
Laerz 70 
Parchim 31 
Finow 76 
Neuruppin L7 
Zerbst 62 
Brandenburg 31 
Alt-Loennewitz. a 62 
Dessau 35 
Grossenhain 85 
Brandis 43 
635 
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The 635 jet aircraft represent a total ectinate based on ali. available 
information, I estirating the total strength of the Twenty-Fourth Air 
Army ,this figure will be taken as representing the jet aircraft 
strength of fighter units. 


3. Previous information on the organisation and strength of ground attack 
and bember units remained unchanged. ‘The numbers of aircraft observed 
at airfields occupied by ground attack and bomber units indicate that 
the individual reginents meet T/é requirements. The strength of these 
units are therefore believed to be as follows: 


Unit | Votal 
6 bomber regiments of 39 a/c each 22h 
6 ground attack regiments of 52/ a/c each 312 


lb. The estimated total strength of the Twenty-fourth Air Army is therefore: 


6 fighter division headquarters with 2 a/c each 12 
18 fighter resinents . 685 
(including 635 
jet a/c) 
2 bomber Civision headquarters with 3 a/e each | 6 
6 bomber rerinents of 39 a/e each 23h 
2 ground attack Civision headquarters with 2 a/c cach h 
6 sround attack regiments of 52 a/c each 312 
1 Paconnatessnes reginent ho 
2. reconnaissance regiment 30 
1 air transport regiment 36 
1 air transport squadron 17 
Total of aircraft assigned te tactical units 1,376 


Supply of Aircraft 
5. During the period from 17 March to 11 April, the following numbers ef 


aircraft, packed in crates, were observed arriving in the Joviet Zone 
of Germany from Brest—Litovsk: 


{DENTIAE 
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‘ Humber 
Date Place of Destination Observed 
17 March Zerbst, Pinow, and Alt-Leenne- 1,0 
wits 

22 March Cottbus 12 
27 Harch Laerz : 12 
27 March unknown 30 
28 March Finorr 22 
, April  Pinovw 30 
6 April Keethen 16 
7 April Brandis 16 

il April - Pinow ‘ 22. 


There is a possibility that the shipment observed on 27 March is identical 
to the shipment which arrived in Finow on l April. The minimum number of 
airoraft observed arriving in Germany during the pried from 17 March to 

il April thus is 170 aircraft, presumably all of them jet planes, This 
numbor is strikingly high and probably exceeds the nunber of replacenent 
airoraft required. It is therefore to be assumed that the total number ef 
Jet planes available in the Soviet Zone of Germany has increased, Since 
these planes were obviously shipped directly to the individual air units 
from the U.5.5.R, it can be concluded that there is ne central aircraft 
cepot in Germany functioning as a distribution point. The nunber of planes 
shipped to Finow is particularly high. ince, a shipment of 10 jet aircraft 
going from Finow to Laerz was observed on 7 April 1951, it is believed that 
not all of the aircraft shipped to Finow romain there, There is a possibility 
that the aircraft earmarked for units of the Northern Fighter Corps are being 
distributed from Finew. The aircraft shipments by rail are assigned speci- 


_ £40 shipment record numbers, Until late _ _ the a 25X10 
25X1C 


Aircraft Eg ulpment. 


6 The fighter units continued to be equipped with iG~L5s, with type-16, Yak-ll, 
and PO-2 aircraft being used for training nurposes. According te unconfirmed 
reports, the following features differing from the standard MiG--15 were 
ebserved with swept-back and tail—jet aircraft at various airfields: 


a. Only one blister on each wing compared with twe on the IHG-15 
b, Four stationary weapons in the nose compared with three on the MWig-15 


c. Nose wheel retracting forward compared with a nose wheel retracting 
rearward on the Mic-15, 


The statement that the nose wheel retracts forward may be due to an error 
in observation since the shock-absorbing leg of the \HG-L5S is fitted with 
a joint in the center so that the upper half of the leg retracts forward 
while the lower half, with the attached nose wheel, is retracted rearward. 
It is not yet clear whethere there are different versiens of the MiG-15 or 
whether there is another aircraft type bearing a pronounced resemblance te 
the Mid-15. ‘Some of the I40~15s parked at the airfields had red flags on 
their fuselages. It is believed that these. 

have been refueled and are rea a px: Be sues 
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7. fonber units are still equipved with different versions of Pi~2s 
and Ti-2s, "25 t:roe planes have recently been observed at 
Jueterbog-Altes Lager and Finow airfields, ‘The utilization of these 
aircraft has not been clarified, It is possible that these planes 
are used in order to familiarize pilots with aircraft fitted with a 
nose wheel, This measure may have been taken in view of pcssible 
re-equipment of bomber units with aircraft fitted with nase wheels, 


8 The aircraft equipment of zround attack units remained unchanged. 
These units still use IL-10 aircraft. To date,there are no indi- 
cations of the re-equipment of ground attack units with more 
modern types of aircraft, There was no change in the equipment of 
air transport or reconnaissance units. 


9, During the period from 5 to 9 April,three different sources observed 
twin-jet aircraft aloft north of Berlin. On 1 “April 1951, another 
source observed 28 twin—jet planes at Oranienburg airfield in the 
Soviet “one of Germany, but no descriptive data is as yet available 
te determine the type. It is believed that bomber units are to be 
re-equipped with this type of aircraft. ‘his assumption is supported 
by an observation, that all bomber units are now stationed at aire 
fields with concrete rumvarrs more than 2,000 meters long. 


Flying Activities. 


10. The striking feature of the observations made during the winter months 
was that, contrary to observations made in previous winters, flight 
training was not restricted to training on a reginental level. Since 
the fall of 1950,the training of fighter and ground attack pilots has 
been centered on exercises conducted by several regiments, This obser- 
vation would indicate that there has been no chanze in the personnel 
status of firhter rezinents and that for this reason training flights 
on purely rezvinental level were disnensed with, Flying activities 
during the winter months was a continuation of the training flights 

_ held during the fall maneuvers. It has not been observed that aircraft 
flew at altitudes of more than 11,000 ucters. The general overs]? 
impression was zained that the control of air units from the ground 
by means of radar and radic does not offer any particular difficuities. 
Considering the equipment of fighter units with modern aircraft and 
their numerical strength it can be assumed that the Soviets have an 
efficient fishter arm available in Germany. No particular cbservations 
were made with regard to the pilot training in bomber and vround attack 
units, Special efforts in the training program of these units were not 
discernible. 


All-Weather Landing Facilities. 

ll, The assumption that two landing beacons have been set up in the extension 
of runways at all airfields occupied by fighter units is supported by 
further observation of such beacons. * Ip, addition to these beacons, 

- there is an Adeock DF station available at almost all fields. The 
following tabulation is a survey of the landing beacons and Adcock DF 
stations observed: 


Airficld Landins Beazons Adcock: DF Stations 
Peenemuende - ~ 
Neubrandenburg 2 1 
Wittstock _ ws 
Lacrz 2 1 
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Airfield Landing, Beacons Adcock DF Stations 
Parchim 2 Bl 
Finow 2 1 
Neuruppin 2 1 
zerbst. 2 1 
Brandenburg~Briest 1 2 
Alt-Loennewitz 2 3 
Dessau - es 
Gressenhain 2 1 
Brandis - is 


Recently such landing beacons and Adeeck DF stations have also been 
observed al the following airfields occupied by either bember or 
ground attack units: 


Airfield Landing Beacon Adcock DP Station 
Oranienburg 1 = 
Jueterbog-Altes Lager 1 2 
Cottbus 1 - 
Finsterwaldce 1 ~ 
Deeberits 1 1 
Scheenwale ~ 1 
Staaken | = 2 
Branderburg-Indus triehafen - ~ 
Kocthen. - = 


Mo information has been ebtained concerning the method of operation used 
by these landing beacons. 


12, the followins radar sets have been observed: 


“tocation ub 
brandis ~ 1 

Pinow 2 a 

Gressenhain 1 ES 

Rechlin-Laerz 1 1 

Schoenwalde 


GONFIDENTIAL 


SECRUT/CONTRUL/US OFFIC TALS CNLY 


Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP82-00457R007900770016-8 


Approved For Release 2001/1240 i fly tog Jd RHE 007 70016-8 


SHCRET/CONTROL = U.S, OFFICIALS ONLY ony 4a 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGCNCY 9 
ol On 


Lecation ___ Dumbo . RUS=2 - 


Wittsteck 
Wittenberg 
Fuerstenberg 
Gardelegen 


Plauen 


Se en en 


Werder 


Since type RUS=2 radar sets are mobile, the exact number of these radar - 
sets is difficult te determine, 


Fuel Supply. 

13. Almost all the aviation gasoline required by air units is shipoed from 
the U.5.S.R. to the air ferce fuel depet in Vvelten via 
Brest-Litovsk,. Frem Velten the gasoline is shippad idual 


airfields, In February and March 1951 ,the following fuel shipments 
were observed going te Velten; 


February Number ef Railroad arch Number of Railread 
Tank Cars Tank Cars 

1 2h, 1 20° 

2 = 2 5 
3 - 3 - 
1 hk 8 
5 ~ 5 z 
6 48 6 - 
7 16 7 B 
8 37 8 16 
9 - 9 20 
10 - 10 26 
ll 3h 11 a 
12 3 12» = 
13 h 13 5 
Ly - L, 9 
15 - 15 - 
16 - 16 30 
17 2 17 31 
18 = 18 53 
19 - 19 10 
20 “= 20 12 
21 36 ae 4 
23 31 23 ae 
al, 13 2b = 
25 27 25 = 
26 27 26 2 
27 65 27 49 
28 36 28 “ 
29 L6 
30 8 
31 34, 
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Yewever, these figures ce not represent the total ariount of fuel 
shipved since not every day of the two months period was covered, 
Expressed in rough figures, the observations made on the days 
mentloned would indicate that an average ef 25 railread tank cars 
arrived in February while the daily average in March was approximately 
21 tunk cars, If te these figures, representing the daily average, 
are added the quantities shipped on days on which no observations 
were nade, the total would be 700 railroad tank cars for February and 
637 Zor March, It can therefore be assumed that an average ef 600 to 
700 railroad tank cars arrive at the airforce fuel depet in Velten 
from the U.5.5.R. every month, Tailroad tank cars have a capacity ef 
from 18 to 2) tons. Taking an average of 20 tons per car, the total 
supplies of fuel shipped to Germany may be estimated at 12,000 to 
14,000 tors per month, This quantity corresponds te the amount of 
fuel required by air units engaged in normal training activities. 


Fuel Stocks. 


ly. The only najor air force fuel depot determined so far is located in 
Velten. Its storage capacity is estimated at apr oximately 13,000 
tons. The exact storage capacity of the fuel dumos existing at the 
individusl airfields is knowm only in few cases, Nevever, fuel 
dumps of more than 500 tons capacity have never been coserved, recard~ 
less of whether the airfield was occupied by one or two reriments, 
Based on the assumption that fuel storage facilities available at 
occupied airfields de not exceed 500 tons for every individual installa- 
tion, and on the assumption that all these fuel dumps are filled to 
capacity at all times, the total stocks of fuel available at airfields 
used by the Tweniy-Fourth Air Apmy may be estimated at 23 x 500 tens, 
er 11,500 tons. Fuel is not stored at uneccupied installations, since 
in most cases the fuel tanks have been removed. Of the 11,500 ters, 
6,500 are stored at fields occupied by fighter mits. As long as 
fighter units were equipped with conventional aircraft types these 
stocks of fuel, in the event of war, were adequate for about ten days. 
Since jet planes consume much more fuel than pisten aircraft and since 
fuel storage facilitics have not been essentially expanded at the indi- 
vidual airfields, the fuel stecks available would not lash for ten days. 
It is believed that the MiG-15 consumed about 2.2 tons of fuel per flight 
hour, On the basis of a total of 600 jet planes assumed to be stationed 
in the Soviet Zone of Germany the total fuel consumption per hour would 
be 600 x 2.2 tons, or 1,320 tons. On the assumption that approximately 
6,500 tons of aviation gasoline are available at airfields occupied by 
fighters, the fuel stocks would be adequate for about 5 flight hours if 
all the 60) planes should be employed, These fizures indicate that the 
Seviets, if they should intend to start a war should be faced with the 
following problens: 


a. To have at their disposal adequate railroad shipping facilities for 
the continued supply of fucl to the airfields from the Velten depot 


be Asserbly of large nunbers of railroad tank cars in the rear area of 
operations for the continued replenishing of the fuel depet in 
Velten or for the supply cf the fucl dumps at the various airficlds, 


In the event of war, fuel supplies for air units would therefore be a . 
critical problem for the Soviets, This will probably induce then to 
make every effort at protecting the air force fuel depot in Velten, the 
railroad bridges across the Vistula and Gder Rivers, and the fuel ship-~ 
ments themselves. 


x! 
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Improvement ef Airfields. | — \ 


16, The fellowing construction work is in progress: 
a. Construction of an airfield at Briesen. 


bo Extension cf runways already lengthened previously: 
is in pregress at. the airfields in Cottbus, Oranienburg, Neuruppin, 
and Jueterbog-Alt tes Lager. 


Co Enlargement ef airfields and construction of new rihways ig in 
progress at Welzew, Puetnitz, Merseburg, frfurt~Bindersleben, and 
Perlebers. 


Exact information on the tarcet dates for the completion of these 
construction projects are not available, It is believed that the cen- 
struction work will net be completed before the fail ef 1951. 


17. Of particular interest is the extension ef rumrays which were lengthened 
to abeut 2,000 meters during the period frem 1948 te 1950. Since it has 
not been proved that runmvays 2,000 meters lenge are not adequate for NiG-15 
aircraft, it must be inferred that the recent extension of rumvays to 
approximately 2,500 meters has been executed with a view teward making 
these fields serviceable for a new type of aircraft, probably a twin-jet 
plane. When the constructien projects mentioned abeve ere completed, 
the Seviets will have available in Germany mere than 28 airfields equipped 
with runways ef upward ef,2,000 meters. This number of airfields wevld 
permit the Seviets to distribute the fighter and bember reginents presently 
available in their zone in such a way that each field is occupied by only 

. ene regiment. With regard to the present unusually heavy occupation of 
some airfields, it is believed that the Soviets are attempting te reach 
this goal or that they want te at leest establish slternate airfields. 


18, The following information valuable for an estimate of the strength of 
the Twenty~Fourth Air Army was ebtained after completion ef the present 
report: 


a On 9 April 1951 Staaken airfield was occupied by an additienal 
ground attack regiment. The aircraft of this regiment carried 
markings on their fuselaces which have not been previously ebserved 
in the Soviet Zone of Germany. It must therefere be assumed that 
& new ground attack regiment has been transferred to the Twenty~ 
Fourth Air Amy. 


be On 16 and 17 April 1951 more than 20 twin~Jjot planes were observed 
at Oranienburz airfield. These planes were fitted with two power 
plants suspended from the wings, a single rudder assembly, an. ele- 25X1X 
vater assembly with a slight dihedral, and straight wings. ‘The plane 

is a mid-wing or semi-high-wing moneplane. (B-3) 


urmisned25x1X 
a rene yoe er aircraft. is sketc. cated that 

the plane was Pitted with a awept-back ¢ elevater assembly. They ars 
pessibly type~i2s. 
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